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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Election filed on 6/9/08. 

2. Claims 5-7 and 19-21 are pending in the case. Claims 5 and 1 9 are 
independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 5 - 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 5-7 recite an algorithm or abstract idea employed in a process that is 
not embodied in, operates on, transforms, or otherwise involves another class of 
statutory subject matter, i.e., a machine, manufacture, or composition of matter. In 
Diehr, the Supreme Court confirmed that a process claim reciting an algorithm could 
state statutory subject matter if it: (1 ) is tied to a machine or (2) creates or involves a 
composition of matter or manufacture. 12 450 U.S. at 184. 

For example, processes involving mathematical algorithms used in computer 
technology are patentable because they claim practical applications and are tied to 
specific machines. However, mental processes or processes of human thinking 
standing alone are not patentable even if they have practical application. In other words, 
claimed systems that depend for their operation on human intelligence alone does not 
constitute patentable subject matter. 
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Further, to expedite a complete examination of the instant application, the claims 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 (nonstatutory) above are further rejected as set forth 
below in anticipation of applicant amending these claims to make them statutory. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

6. Claims 5-7 and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Kent et al., (Microsoft Office 2003 Super Bible eBook). 

7. Regarding independent claims 5 and 19, Kent et al. teach that tasks and 
events are examples of SharePoint lists. Lists provide a place to store and present data 
in a convenient, standardized format with some level of customization available. You 
can add and remove columns in lists and change the order of fields in a list. The 
information stored in lists is available for export to many Office 2003 applications (p 399, 
Adding items to existing lists), which meet the limitation of receiving a first modified 
task having a first task update, the first modified task corresponding to a first 
task that is extracted from a first document into a task repository, the first 
document corresponding to a first application; 

Kent et al. teach that if the attached file is a Word, Excel, or PowerPoint file, the 
copy of the file received by the recipient is linked directly to the newly created Shared 
'Workspace. The recipient can save and work on the file locally and synchronize 
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changes with the copy stored in the Shared Workspace (p 413), which meet the 
limitation of receiving a second modified task having a second task update, the 
second modified task corresponding to a second task that is extracted from a 
second document into the task repository, the second document corresponding 
to a second application; 

Kent et al. teach that now that you have an Excel spreadsheet linked to a 
SharePoint list you can add data to the list from within SharePoint or within Excel and 
easily synchronize those changes (p 407), which meet the limitation of synchronizing 
the first task with the first modified task by updating the task repository with the 
first task update; and 

Kent et al. teach you can also synchronize an Access table that is linked to a 
SharePoint list (p 407), which meet the limitation of synchronizing the second task 
with the second modified task by updating the task repository with the second 
task update. 

8. Regarding dependent claims 6 and 20, Kent et al. teach that the information 
stored in lists is available for export to many Office 2003 applications (p 399, Adding 
items to existing lists), which meet the limitation of updating the first document with 
the first task update by exporting the first modified task into the first document. 

9. Regarding dependent claims 6 and 20, Kent et al. teach that the information 
stored in lists is available for export to many Office 2003 applications (p 399, Adding 
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items to existing lists), which meet the limitation of updating the second document 
with the second task update by exporting the second modified task into the 
second document. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NATHAN HILLERY whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-4091 . The examiner can normally be reached on M - F, 1 0:30 a.m. - 7:00 
p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, W Doug Hutton can be reached on (571) 272-4137. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Nathan Hillery/ 
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